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Agenda

 Race awareness in early childhood

 Bias 
 Can you find the bias?

 Ethnic-Racial socialization as a strategy
 How would you explain…?

 Anti-Bias Framework 



Guidelines

 We will provide a safe space for the expression 

of thoughts, ideas, and concerns

 We will ensure that everyone who wants to 

speak can speak

 We will speak respectfully to each other





 What do I say to her?

 What does she see?

 Should this puppet be 

on display?

 Is the conversation 

different for other 

races?



CLARK & CLARK 

DOLL TEST 

STUDIES 1939

(Clark & Clark, 1939)





Ecological Model

(Bronfenbrenner, 1994)



What do young children understand 

and experience about race?

Sociocultural aspects of young children’s development.  

 Children are curious about others and their own physical and cultural 

attributes

 Children begin to construct personal and social identity

 Children learn about social identities through implicit and explicit messages

 Children are learning who is and who is not important. The lack of diversity 

sends a message that it is not important.  

 Children become aware of power linked to social identities

 Children try to make sense of all that they see and hear

Derman-Sparks & Edwards (2010)



Social Identities 

There are many social identities – race, 

gender, religion, ability, body type

Identities are intersectional

Social group identities have power & 

privilege associated with them



Social Identities 

 Social identity theory states that the in-group will discriminate 
against the out-group to enhance their self-image.

 The central hypothesis of social identity theory is that group 
members of an in-group will seek to find negative aspects of an 
out-group, thus enhancing their self-image.

 Henri Tajfel proposed that stereotyping (i.e. putting people into 
groups and categories) is based on a normal cognitive process: 
the tendency to group things together. 

Tajfel, H., & Turner, J. C. (1979). 

Children do 

this too. 

What have

you seen?



Bias



Can you find the bias?



Questions to Reflect on Bias

 What would this mean for children who are…

 Indigenous, Latinx, African American, Asian 

American, children with disabilities, European 

American

 Who does it serve?

 With whom was it created/designed?

 Who benefits from it?



Ethnic-Racial Socialization 

Ethnic-racial socialization is psychologically 

preparing children for life in a racialized 

society

Messages, lessons, tips, and guidance 

Peters, 1985



Examples of ethnic-racial socialization

 Explicit

Celebrating specific cultural traditions or 

holidays

 Implicit

The characters depicted in books or TV shows

The absence of diversity



Ethnic-Racial socialization and 

academic achievement

Racial socialization practices have a positive 

influence on student achievement.

When parents help their children have a 

positive racial identity it helps them address 

racism and think critically about issues of race.



In the literature on Ethnic-racial 

Socialization…

Racial socialization 

practices have a positive 

influence on student 

achievement 

(Constantine & 

Blackmon, 2002; Scott, 

2003).  

When mothers tell their 

children about their 

ethnicity, race, and 

cultural heritage their 

children have better 

academic skills than 

mothers who did not 

(O’Brien-Caughy, 2002).  

When parents help their children 

to have a positive racial identity 

and supportive attachments to 

their racial groups it helps them 

address racism and encourages 

them to think critically about 

what’s happening (Carter, 2008).  



What do you want your child to know about race?

Situational Proactive Preparation

In small groups brainstorm and 

discuss how to respond to one or 

more of the scenarios



How would you explain…?

Scenario: “Why doesn’t my skin look like my 
friends’?”

Your son/daughter comes home and explains 
that while playing a game at school a classmate 
said to her “you’re [brown/white] skinned.” Your 
son/daughter seems troubled by this exchange 
and asks why she has a different skin tone from 
her friends.  How would you explain this to your 
child?

Families in the Drives Seat: Parent Driven Lessons for Collective Engagement (2015)



Scenario: “Why are they protesting?”

The news is on in your home and your child 

happens to see coverage of the protests 

due to police shootings. Your child asks why 

are they protesting? How would you 

explain this to your child?

How would you explain…?



How would you explain…?

Scenario: Discussing racial concerns with a 
teacher 

You have found out from your child that he/she 
has heard derogatory comments about race 
made by students in his/her classroom.  As a result 
your child is being exposed to terms you don’t 
want him/her using.  You decide to talk to the 
teacher about your concerns.  How would you 
approach this conversation?

Families in the Drives Seat: Parent Driven Lessons for Collective Engagement (2015)



Group Discussion

What strategies did you use?



Anti-Bias 
Framework

(Kuh, Leekeenan, Given, 

Beneke, 2016).



Preventative & proactive 

 Create environments that foster positive social 

identities

Connect with families

Consider your environment (display, dramatic 

play, music, books)

 Talk to kids about race



Speak up about it

An equity & diversity discussion in 

every space moves us to a better 

place. 



Push back & challenge

How can we productively, positively and 

in a relationships first manner push back?



Summary

Reflect
 What would this mean for children who 

are…

 Indigenous, African American, Latinx, 
Asian American, children with 
disabilities, European American

 Who does it serve?

 With whom was it created/designed?

 Who benefits from it?

Act
 Create environments that foster positive 

social identities

 Prevent & be proactive

 Connect with families

 Find supportive colleagues

 Speak up

 Push back & challenge





Infographic created by Lee and Low book publishers

Using data from the Cooperative Children's Book Center








